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• EU Green Deal



The EU aims to be climate neutral in 2050.
The European Green Deal is our plan to make the EU's economy sustainable.
We can do this by turning climate and environmental challenges into opportunities, and making the transition just and 
inclusive for all. 

Reaching this target will require action by all sectors of our economy, including:

• investing in environmentally-friendly technologies,
• supporting industry to innovate,
• rolling out cleaner, cheaper and healthier forms of private and public transport,
• decarbonising the energy sector,
• ensuring buildings are more energy efficient,
• working with international partners to improve global environmental standards.



The EU will also provide financial support and technical 
assistance to help those that are most affected by the move 
towards the green economy. 

This is called the Just Transition Mechanism. It will help 
mobilise at least €100 billion over the period 2021-2027 in the 
most affected regions.

https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal/actions-being-taken-eu/just-transition-mechanism_en


• EU Circular Economy Action Plan



The European Commission has adopted a 
new Circular Economy Action Plan - one of the 
main blocks of the European Green Deal, Europe’s 
new agenda for sustainable growth.

The new Action Plan announces initiatives along 
the entire life cycle of products, targeting for 
example their design, promoting circular economy 
processes, fostering sustainable consumption, and 
aiming to ensure that the resources used are kept 
in the EU economy for as long as possible.

It introduces legislative and non-legislative 
measures targeting areas where action at the EU 
level brings real added value.

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1583933814386&uri=COM:2020:98:FIN
https://ec.europa.eu/info/node/123797


Actions

The new Circular Economy Action presents measures to:

• Make sustainable products the norm in the EU;

• Empower consumers and public buyers;

• Focus on the sectors that use most resources and 

where the potential for circularity is high such as: 

electronics and ICT; batteries and vehicles; 

packaging; plastics; textiles; construction and 

buildings; food; water and nutrients;

• Ensure less waste;

• Make circularity work for people, regions and cities,

• Lead global efforts on circular economy



• European Innovation Council (EIC)



The challenge in Europe: a financing gap coupled with a fragmented 
innovation ecosystem

… and a truly connected European innovation ecosystem is only starting to form now

"Startup City Hubs in Europe" 2018 report



Pillar 3



The European Innovation Council

One stop shop for breakthrough & 
disruptive innovators

Agile funding from idea to investment 

Open to all innovators, in any field, at any time

Highest potential innovators selected on basis of ideas and 
team 

Pathfinder grants for advanced research on emerging 
technologies
Transition funding from proof of concept to innovation
Accelerator funding for innovative start-ups (<€2.5 million 
grant, <€15 million equity) 
Crowding in private investment (VC, Invest EU)

Access to mentoring & advisory services; to corporates & 
investors; to knowledge partners
Expert Programme Managers to engage with projects and 
communities

Building ecosystems and communities



European Innovation Council

Pathfinder 
• Early stage research on breakthrough 

technologies
• TRL 1-4
• Successor of FET (Open & Proactive)

Accelerator
• Development & scale up of deep-tech/ 

disruptive innovations by startups/ SMEs
• TRL 6-8 (and 9 for equity)
• Successor of SME instrument 

Transition
• From proof of concept to viable business 

case
• TRL 4-6 (and business/ market readiness)
• Some pilots

• Mission to identify, develop and deploy high risk 
innovations of all kinds

• Focus on breakthrough, market-creating, deep-tech 

• Advisory Board of leading innovators (science&tech, 
enterprise, investors, corporate, ecosystem) 

• Mainly “bottom up” – interdisciplinary, new 
combinations, cross-sectoral. Also targeted funding on 
strategic challenges

• Access to Business Acceleration Services (coaches/ 
mentors, corporates, investors, ecosystem)

• Pro-active management (reviews, re-orientations, etc) 
with Programme Managers

• Fast, agile processes (applications, management, etc)

• Follow up funding for results from Horizon (ERC, EIT, 
collaborative) & national programmes



WHAT WILL THE EIC LOOK LIKE IN 
HORIZON EUROPE ?



1. EIC to pioneer a European approach to global innovation challenges:

✓ Unique in combining advanced technological research (DARPA like) with innovation accelerator

✓ Hallmark of excellence for innovators (like ERC for researchers)

✓ Overcome system biases, e.g. in terms of high risk, gender, regions

2. EIC to crowd in private investors:

✓ Filling market gaps for financing high risk/ high impact ideas

✓ 3-5 euro for every euro allocated by EIC

✓ Generating impacts from other EU and national programmes

3. EIC as funder & investor of choice for visionary ideas

✓ Targeting deep-tech, interdisciplinarity, high risk to achieve high impact

✓ Simple, fast applications focusing on the innovator

✓ Hands on support from Programme Managers, mentoring and advice, partnerships

EIC Advisory Board vision statement (27 April 2020)



Major novelties:

Accelerator blended finance

Transition calls

Advisory Board

Programme Managers



• Take home messagges



• EU “Green” Policies will pave the way for a new EU society.

• Circular economy is one the milestones of EU Green Deal.

• To implement Circular Economy projects multidisciplinary teams combining 
legal, technological, business and financial know-hows are required.

• Ports development of Circular Economy projects will rely on the strategic 
capability of Ports management to attract the Ports Ecosystems actors in the 
design of sustainable long term port action plans.
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