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Although ports are ideal places to develop circular

economy activities, they are being implemented in an

isolated way.

There is a need to actively involve the port sector in this

new model of production and consumption

This can bring major economic benefits, contributing to

innovation, growth and job creation.

WHY LOOP-PORTS?
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 Understand the ports situation in terms of CE:
level of implementation, levers, constraints,…

 Bring together EU ports and relevant
stakeholders necessary for CE implementation.

 Develop skills and business models enabling the
spread of CE activities in the port sector.

Facilitate the transition of the port sector to a circular economy.

OBJECTIVES
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Elaborated by:

OBJECTIVES
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October 2018 – December 2020

France
Italy
Germany
Netherlands
Denmark
Spain

13 partners

6 European Countries

PARTNERSHIP
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Mapping of current port status in relation to circular 
economy

Looking at the future: opportunities for intervention 
and specific innovation recommendations

Ports circular economy professional education pilot

Circular ports network development and Stakeholders 
interaction

PROJECT STRUCTURE



• DATABASE CE ACTIVITIES AT PORTS

• MAPPING OF EXISTING CE ACTIVITIES

• CE CASE STUDIES

• MAIN DRIVERS ANALYSIS 

• IDENTIFICATION OF OPPORTUNITIES 

FOR INTERVENTION

• TRAINING MATERIALS AND 3

EDUCATIONAL TRAINING PILOTS
• BUSINESS MODELS

• CROSS-EU NETWORK OF PORTS

• WORKSHOPS

• WEB TOOL
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ACTIVITIES & RESULTS
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ACTIVITIES & RESULTS
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DATABASE / MAPPING / WEB TOOL

ACTIVITIES & RESULTS
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ACTIVITIES & RESULTS
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AREAS OF INTERVENTION

ACTIVITIES & RESULTS
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Business 
models & 

market
structure

Awareness and 
Information 
regarding CE 

potential

Fiscal 
instruments, 
investment
and funding

Rules, policies
and Regulatory 

instruments

Technology, 
processes, 

design, 
standards and 
infrastructure

Technical and 
non-technical
knowledge, 
sikills and 

capabilities

Collaboration
inside the

port and with
other port
stakholders

Key Innovation
Recommendations

LEVERS OF CHANGE

ACTIVITIES & RESULTS
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ACTIVITIES & RESULTS



STAKEHOLDERS GROUP

ACTIVITIES & RESULTS



32   Port Authorities

4 Public Authorities

4     Port and Maritime Associations

5 Other related entities

14 EU 
countries

45 
Members

STAKEHOLDERS GROUP

ACTIVITIES & RESULTS



First contact with 
Stakeholders

Worshops  
output

Web tool

WP2  INTERVIEWS

WP3 TRAINING

NETWORK OF 
PORTS 

WP4 WORKSHOP      
- European level-

WP4 WORKSHOPS       
- Institutional level -

15
workshops

WP4 WORKSHOPS 
- Local level-

25 
Interviews

Making knowledge-
based system 

innovation WITH 
stakeholders
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ACTIVITIES & RESULTS
LOOP-PORTS PATHWAY

WP1 CURRENT SITUATION OF CE  
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- 6 local workshops

- 8 institutional workshops (regional / national)

- 1 European workshop

Before Covid19...2019 With Covid19…2020

WORKSHOPS

ACTIVITIES & RESULTS
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ACTIVITIES & RESULTS



TRAINING

ACTIVITIES & RESULTS



20

Innovative solution for the recycling of
glass fibre that allows a high recovery of
this material and its subsequent reuse as
an input in various production processes.

Industrial symbiosis. Port of Aalborg.  

Transformation of the rubber tyre
waste stream into new resources /
raw materials by means of a pyrolysis
plant. Port of Moerdijk.

Collaborative BM offering a system of
electricity supply from land adapted in
containers of 8x20 feet compatible with
all types of ports and ships. Port of
Kristiansand.

Heat recovery associated with the energy
consumption of the refrigerated
warehouses located in the port for use in
its urban environment (lighting, heating of
buildings, heating of swimming pools, etc.).
Port of Valencia.

Conversion of surplus wind energy into
hydrogen (storable and transportable)
to be used in various applications at
the port. Port of Emden.

Maintenance and regeneration of
marine containers at the end of
their useful life for alternative
purposes

ACTIVITIES & RESULTS
BUSINESS MODELS
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LAST BUT NOT LEAST…



Rocío García Molina
Innovation and Port Cluster Development

Fundación Valenciaport

rgarcia@fundacion.valenciaport.com 


