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What is the definition of a circular economy?
Is an economicsystemwhere productsand servicesare traded in closedloops or ΨŎȅŎƭŜǎ. It is a
regenerativeby designeconomy,with the aim to retain as much value as possibleof products,
parts and materials. It is a systemthat allows for the long life, optimal reuse, refurbishment,
remanufacturingandrecyclingof productsandmaterials.

http://www.pcl -direct.com/section/228/1/the_circular_economy

INTRODUCTION

(Kraaijenhagen, Van Oppen& Bocken. 2016, Ellen MacArthur Foundation, 2016)

http://www.pcl-direct.com/section/228/1/the_circular_economy
http://circularcollaboration.com/
http://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/assets/downloads/publications/EllenMacArthurFoundation_Intelligent_Assets_080216.pdf
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WhyCircularEconomy in Ports?
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Ports constitute logistic nodes playing an important role in the 
management and co-ordination of material and information 
flows, at the interface between land and water transport, within 
a global supply chain network (Carbone and De Martino, 2003).

H.A. van Klink Strategic partnering among logistic nodes: Rotterdam and Eastern Europe J. Transp. 
Geogr., 2 (3) (1994), pp. 169-177

Definitionsof Ports?

Workshop 

The LOOP-Ports project: how a network of ports 
can contribute to circular economy transition

INTRODUCTION

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0959652614002819


Ports are crucial for the European transport business, 
competitiveness, job creation and investment.

Europe's ports are the gateways to the EU. 
Å 74% of extra-EU goods are shipped through ports.
Å 37% of the intra-EU trade
Å 385 million passengers.
Å Over 1200 commercial operating seaports 
Å in 70.000 km of coasts.
Å In 2018, around 5 billion tonnesof cargo transited through 

European ports. 

Ports matter
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Ports are placeswhere multiple systemscollide ςshipping,energy,waste,
tourism and other transport for example. Theyare emissionshotspots, but
alsohubswith the potential to effectenormouschange.

Thismaritime hubscanbe catalystsfor reversingthe fast-growing emissions
from internationalshippingandtradehotspots.

As hubs of global resourceflows, hosts to large industrial complexes, and
inter-modal platforms with strong connections with their hinterland and
urban areas,ports can be ascribeda unique and highly important role in
stimulating circular economypractice, with their influence transcendingfar
beyondtheir own industrialcomplexes(Kuipers, 2015).

Why CE in Ports?
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Kuipers, B. (2015). Ports as catalystsfor changetowards a circular economy. Persentationat the ESPOConference,Athens, May 22, 2015. Availableat:
https://www .espo.be/media/ESPO%20Bart%20Kuipers%20Circular%20Economy%20final%202105.pdf



Why is the circular economy important for ports?  
- Ports act as 'matches' to activate relations between the production and 

recycling industries in order to reuse energy in the chain. 
- Ports are home to industries active in the treatment, collection and 

shipment of waste and stimulate the emergence of innovative circular 
cycles.  

- Ports are important points of passage for all types of waste and 
industrial flows and act as logistics hubs for the import/export of waste 
materials. Therefore, they are ideal places to further develop the 
circular economy.  

- The presence of industrial districts in ports helps to facilitate the 
circular and more sustainable use of waste and resources because they 
offer the advantage of synergies between industries.
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